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By John Reitmeyer
BCT staff writer

jreitmeyer@phillyBurbs.com

WESTAMPTON — Construction is
under way on a $25 million expansion of
Burlington County Institute of
Technology’s Westampton campus. 

The school, one of two campuses in
the BCIT district, is getting a new sci-
ence wing, offices, physical-education
space and laboratories. The project also
calls for some portions of the 35-year-old
school to be significantly renovated. 

School officials hosted a formal
groundbreaking ceremony for the
expansion project yesterday even
though construction began earlier this
summer. The additions will open by
September 2004 and all work should be

completed by early 2005.
“We’re very excited,” Superintendent

Walt Rudder said. 
The expansion will provide new

space for a growing student population,
Rudder said. Right now, about 1,100
students attend classes at the West-
ampton campus. Capacity is supposed
to be 877, and another 300 students
were turned away this year, he said. 

A big portion of the expansion project
is being funded through a $26.7 million
bond ordinance approved last year by
the county Board of Freeholders that is
also paying for upgrades at BCIT’s
Medford campus. 

“This is the first major expansion of
this facility,” said Freeholder Theresa
Brown, who oversees both schools. “We

M’town priest shares
prize with star, legend

By Andrew Cushman
BCT staff writer

acushman@phillyBurbs.com

MOORESTOWN — If this was an
SAT question, it would be pretty easy
to pick out who doesn’t belong in a
group featuring Hollywood star Bruce
Willis, international boxing legend
Muhammad Ali and the Rev. Msgr.
James J. McGovern.

“Amazing, isn’t it? Father McGov-
ern honored with Bruce Willis and
Muhammad Ali,” township Council-
man Daniel Roccato said, “but Father
McGovern is an amazing guy.”

He’s an Angel, too.
McGovern, pastor of Our Lady of

Good Counsel Roman Catholic
Church on Main Street, was selected
by U.S. Rep. Chris Smith, R-4th of
Robbinsville, as one of 150 Congres-
sional Angels in Adoption to be hon-
ored by the Congressional Coalition
on Adoption Institute (CCAI) at a
national ceremony set for Sept. 30 in
Washington, D.C.

Willis and Ali are among the other
honorees. 

“To receive this award is a most
welcome surprise,” McGovern said.
“Creating a positive mentality toward
adoption in our culture is imperative
if we are to face the many challenges
the welfare of these children without
families present. 

“In a country as blessed as ours,
there should always be room at our
tables.”

The CCAI is a nonpartisan, non-
profit organization dedicated to rais-
ing congressional and public aware-
ness about the tens of thousands of
foster children in this country and the
millions of orphans in the world in
need of permanent, safe and loving
homes, Smith said.

“Through his indefatigable work,
Msgr. McGovern epitomizes what it
means to be an Angel in Adoption,”
Smith said. “The pro-adoption pro-
grams he has initiated through the
Catholic Church and throughout the
greater community stand as testi-
monies to the love and compassion

he has for children without families
and families wanting to adopt chil-
dren.” 

“The monsignor is someone who
does a lot of good, but doesn’t get
noticed,” said Roccato, a longtime Our
Lady of Good Counsel parishioner.
“There are some people that are in the
public eye and that’s fine, but the mon-
signor is one of those guys, who’s not

BCIT campus
adding space
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The Rev. James J. McGovern of Our
Lady of Good Counsel in Moorestown
was honored for his work in adoption.

$25 million project under way

Hearing
scheduled
on assault
testimony
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Second- and third-grade students from Riverton Elementary School participate in a session on light-rail safety yesterday at the town’s rail station.

By Mike Mathis 
BCT staff writer

mmathis@phillyBurbs.com

MOUNT HOLLY — A judge in
December will schedule a trial for a
Pennsylvania man charged with sexual-
ly assaulting a teenage girl from
Medford he met on the Internet in 2001. 

William A. Conner, 46, of Slatington,
Pa., is charged with multiple counts of
sexual assault and endangering the wel-
fare of a child, Burl-
ington County First
Assistant Prosecu-
tor Raymond Mil-
avsky said.  

Superior Court
Judge John A. Al-
meida scheduled a
hearing yesterday
for Dec. 17 to de-
cide whether the
jury can consider
during Conner’s tri-
al evidence of other
alleged crimes. 

Almeida said he
would schedule a
trial date after that hearing is conduct-
ed. 

Milavsky said Conner faces trial on
sexual assault and possession of child
pornography charges in Lehigh County,
Pa., involving a different victim. He has
not yet been tried on those charges, he
said. 

Burlington County authorities filed
charges against Conner after learning a
sexual assault occurred inside a
Medford home in October 2001, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The investigation determined Con-
ner and a then-14-year-old girl con-
versed several times on the Internet and
arranged a meeting, police said. 

Milavsky said sexual contact oc-
curred between Conner and the victim
several times on one occasion. 

After detectives interviewed the vic-
tim, investigators were able to track the
Internet messages back to Conner’s
home, police said.

Conner was charged in November
2001, police said. He is free on bail. 

Students schooled on light-rail safety
By Kim Benn

BCT staff writer

kbenn@phillyBurbs.com

RIVERTON — Students at Riverton Public
School took a course in train safety yesterday to
prepare them for the opening later this year of the
NJ Transit light-rail line.

Students in kindergarten through eighth-
grade took part in Operation Lifesaver, presented
by NJ Transit Police at the Broad Street station
on the 34-mile, Camden-to-Trenton commuter
line.

“If you hear a bell ringing or the gate is down,

don’t cross, and if you’re in a car that gets stuck
on the tracks, get out of the car,” said fourth-grad-
er Ray Cunningham. The 9-year-old said he also
learned not to walk or play on the tracks.

Fifth-grader Kyle Koste, 10, said students
shouldn’t go near the tracks when wearing back-
packs because they could get snagged by passing
trains.

Kyle said he plans to be extra careful when
crossing the tracks because, if not, “you could die
or get hurt.”

Superintendent Mary Ellen Eck said the
biggest lesson for students is to stay off the
tracks.

“We’re a walking district. At least half the stu-

dents will cross the tracks every day,” Eck said.
“Train safety is a big part of their lives.”

Charles Ingoglia, director of public affairs for
the light-rail construction project, said the pro-
gram is designed to make children and adults
aware the rail line would soon be operational.

Since the program began about two years ago,
NJ Transit has spoken to more than 60,000 stu-
dents in towns the tracks pass through, Ingoglia
said.

Students learned many safety tips yesterday,
but said they were most impressed by the rail car
they toured.

“I like it. It looked a lot better than I thought it
would,” Kyle said.

By John Reitmeyer
BCT staff writer

jreitmeyer@philly Burbs.com

MOUNT HOLLY — The
Burlington County Board of Free-
holders gave a green light yester-
day to a $1.1 million project
designed to alleviate traffic con-
gestion in a section of Mount
Laurel.

The freeholders approved the
design for the Briggs Road project
during their morning public meet-
ing. Construction could start as
soon as November, county En-
gineer Joseph Caruso said. 

The goal of the project is to
relieve traffic congestion on near-
by Hartford Road by providing

motorists another “direct link
between Route 38 and Marne
Highway,” Caruso said. 

The plan calls for Briggs Road
to be extended 1,000 feet north,
where it will intersect with
Marne Highway. The intersection
will have a traffic signal and turn
lanes for each direction of traffic.

Currently, Briggs Road runs
from Union Mill Road across
Route 38 and into Burlington
County College’s Mount Laurel
campus, where it merges into a
campus road. 

When the project is finished,
Briggs Road will be redirected
away from the campus road
toward Marne Highway. The
extension will cut across an exist-
ing parking lot owned by the col-

lege.
Mount Laurel officials have

already approved the project. The
town will cover the $1 million
cost of the construction and the
new traffic signal using money it
has received from developers.
The freeholders paid $134,000 for
the design of the project, and
Caruso’s office will supervise con-
struction. 

“This is a great example of dif-
ferent levels of government work-
ing together,” Mount Laurel
Mayor Mark Sanchirico said. 

The freeholders will advertise
for bids from contractors this
month. If construction begins as
planned in November, the project
could be completed by spring
2004, Caruso said. 

Briggs Road project approved

By Josh Bernstein
BCT staff writer

jbernstein@phillyBurbs.com

WILLINGBORO — Township officials
say they object to portions of new federal
laws they claim diminish civil liberties.

Council members unanimously adopt-
ed a resolution Tuesday requesting New
Jersey’s congressional delegation work to
repeal portions of the USA Patriot Act
that give the government broader powers
to invade lives as it searches for terror-
ists.

“In a town full of minorities, it so
smacks of taking away civil liberties. It’s
an automatic reaction we’re against it,”
Councilwoman Lavonne Johnson said.

“It lets them know the township is
concerned about the infringement of our
First Amendment rights,” Deputy Mayor
Eddie Campbell Jr. said.  

About 150 communities nationwide
have lodged similar complaints about the
act, but Willingboro officials believe they
are among the first in New Jersey to do
so.

Michael Darcy, assistant executive
director of the New Jersey State League
of Municipalities, said he has not heard
of any other governing body in the
Garden State objecting to the Patriot
Act.

In the resolution, the township states
it objects to government monitoring of
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