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The death of a Mount Holly man Sunday off a beach on
Long Beach Island is a tragic reminder that danger lurks
in the most innocuous of locations.

Eric Heiser was caught in a rip current, a natural hazard
that claims more than 100 Americans every year.

According to the U.S. Lifesaving
Association, rip currents are nar-
row, fast-moving belts of water that
run offshore, capable of carrying a
swimmer hundreds of yards beyond
safety’s limit.

The currents usually extend
through the shoreline and past the
line of breaking waves, the associa-
tion notes on its Web site. 

They are commonly found alongside pies and jetties, but
can show up anywhere, even where the waters look calm.

And they are lethally fast. Speeds up to 8 feet per second
have been reported, which can catch even the most robust
athlete off guard.

Commonly, the association notes, drowning deaths occur
when people pulled away from the shoreline find them-
selves unable to stay afloat.

Panic, exhaustion, fear or lack of swimming skills could
all contribute to the danger.

According to police reports, the 27-year-old Heiser was
between 30 and 50 yards from shore in Harvey Cedars
when he was pulled along the horizontal current.

No lifeguard was on duty because the community’s
beaches do not open officially until later this month.

The lifesaving organization is waging a campaign to
raise awareness of the peril

It offers tips on how to identify rip currents: look for such
clues as a channel of churning water, for example, and
watch for a line of foam or debris moving seaward.

Similarly, areas with a notable difference in water color
and a break in the incoming wave pattern are also indica-
tive of a rip current.

The best way to protect yourself is with that old standby
you learn at summer camp: Swim with a buddy.

Beyond that, the association strongly suggests swimming
only at beaches where a lifeguard is on duty, and familiariz-
ing yourself with techniques for “outsmarting” the deadly
water should you find yourself caught.

Deadly waters
Organization wants to raise awareness 
of rip currents and the peril they pose

No laughing matter what’s happening with comic books today
New Jersey is thoroughly in-

volved in the comics trade. 
Comic strips appear in most of

our daily newspapers and comic
books are easily available.
A glance at “New Jersey
comics” on the Internet
will reveal dozens upon
dozens of comic stores, di-
rectories, meetings and
references throughout the
state.  

The United States may
have started the world-
wide comics craze when
U. S. soldiers scattered
them around in foreign
countries during World War II. 

Today they are a global phenom-
enon, the most widely read litera-
ture in the world, according to the
Washington Times.

The Times reports 40 percent of
all printed material in Japan con-
sists of comics and in the United
States 375 new comic books are sold
every month. 

New York City has a Comic Book

Museum.
The education chair of its board

has designed “an eight-lesson cur-
riculum program to help boost kids’

reading, writing, listening
and speaking skills through
comics,” according to the ed-
ucation magazine, District
Administration. 

Today’s comics touch fre-
quently on legal and law-
connected political issues. 

Their wide readership
has made them more influ-
ential than most of us who
whip through the comics
while reading the newspa-

per over breakfast or rifle through
them in magazines in lawyers’ and
doctors’ waiting rooms realize. 

They can be humorous, adven-
turous and entertaining, well done
or poorly done. Some, not much
thought about or often remarked
upon, feature propaganda, philoso-
phy (religious and otherwise), paro-
dy and politics — the stuff of sub-
liminal influence.

Al Hartly, a famous comics artist
and a New Jersey resident whose
father was a New Jersey congress-
man and an author of the Taft-
Hartly Act, designed and drew hun-
dreds of comics during his lifetime. 

Sometimes he blended comics
and religion. 

According to Christian Comics
International, he became dedicated
to religious themes and created
more than 60 Christian comics
books for an organization known as
Christian Comics Pioneers. 

The Chinese, according to the
Washington Times, use comics for
propaganda purposes. Pornographic
comics are readily available in
America, and more so in Japan.

Political commentary is frequent.
For example, it dominates Doones-
bury, a syndicated comic strip. 

On Aug. 20, 2001 the strip re-
vealed the last missile test in our
country’s Star War saga was rigged.
On Aug. 21 it featured the following
message:

“The warhead had a homing de-

vice. The Pentagon admitted the
target signaled its location to the
interceptor for much of the flight.
Not only that, turns out they used a
beacon in the three previous flights
as well. Two of which failed.”

In the Aug. 24, 2002 version of
Non Sequitur by Wiley, also syndi-
cated, an investigative reporter
wondered why he couldn’t get his
article on the “trumped up energy
crisis” published. 

Answer: “When the news division
is no longer controlled by the bean
counters who answer to the corpo-
rate board that is owned by the con-
glomerate who (sic) has a vested in-
terest in the administration you’re
investigating. “

Newsarama, an Internet news
site, reported U. S. Customs, claim-
ing copyright violations, seized a
shipment of comics Oct. 27. 

The comics seized, among other
things, contained a four-page paro-
dy which “satirized the Bush ad-
ministration by superimposing the
personalities of the president’s Cab-

inet on characters from another
comic.” 

Enforcement of copyright laws by
customs was unusual, and the inci-
dent raised suspicions about the
source upon which it relied. 

The Comic Book Legal Defense
Fund retained counsel to set aside
the seizure. 

After negotiations, the Customs
officials backed down, returning
the seized material and agreeing
the parody was protected by the
free speech clause of the Constitu-
tion.

Sometimes comics are comical,
sometimes they are revealing,
sometimes they are persuasive and
often they are an escape from reali-
ty. 

It is not to be forgotten, however,
that their messages, subtle and oth-
erwise, reach and affect a vast audi-
ence. 

I’m furious about the dirty tricks
considered by politicians as part of
the game: slashing signs, knocking
down and stealing signs.  

The best one I saw was the con-
coction of honey, hot pepper sauce
and sulfur, which made for a sticky
hand if you tried to remove the
signs illegally.

For those who have entered the
world of elections for the first time
and are not seasoned politicians,
this “game” is not fun.  

A drunken group of razor-knife
slashers of political signs does not
represent to me the principals of a
fair election with the people’s choice
winning.

Meanwhile, the political process
has been tested decade after
decade, with new amendments
being added as needed.  

Each district is to have a repre-
sentative. For each of those dis-
tricts there is a county committee-
man and woman, who are supposed
to take the opinions from their dis-
trict citizens and report them to the
town party chairman, who will for-
ward those ideas to the county
party chairman.

Unfortunately, too many times in
Burlington County, the opinions of
the county committee persons are
not transferred on to the county
level, and thus the citizens are not
truly represented in the election
process.

If you are sick and tired of your
county chairman picking the candi-
dates without the input of the local
representatives (the residents), it’s
time to get yourself an application
and run for that seat.

Hopefully, with a new county
chairman in place, the true ideals
of the election process as it has
been perfected over the years can
be implemented without the neces-
sity of “the game,” and the citizens

of New Jersey will choose a candi-
date who is truly able to win the
race for governor and bring morali-
ty back to the Statehouse.

Carole Lokan Moore
Edgewater Park

The writer is a past candidate for
state Senate. Her husband is a can-
didate for county freeholder on the
Republican ticket.

Setting record straight
on Treaure Day event

Police in Riverton just
doing their rightful job

On June 4, Barry Blaw wrote
from Philadelphia to complain
about receiving a ticket for parking
in a no-parking zone in Riverton on
Treasure Day. 

Blaw said Treasure Day is a
fund-raiser for the Riverton Li-
brary. To set the record straight,
Treasure Day is not a Riverton Li-
brary fund-raising event.

Michael W. Robinson
Riverton

The writer is the director of the
Riverton Free Library Association.

In response to the letter of Barry
Blaw of Philadelphia on June 4,
“Pricey tickets will drive visitors out
of tow”:  Since I
lived in Philadel-
phia, I under-
stand why he
feels as he does.

In Philadel-
phia, you can
park where you
like, block drive-
ways, block handicap curbs, basical-
ly anywhere anytime, but in River-
ton you actually have to abide by
the laws.

Members of the Riverton Police
Department are very professional in
the job they do and I as well as oth-
ers are thankful to have them. 

While we welcome Blaw to River-
ton, he and everyone else have to
abide by the law and can’t just park
where they see fit. 

Christian Kauffmann 
Riverton 

Candidates pervert meaning of politics
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Martin L. Haines of Moorestown is a retired state
Superior Court assignment judge in Mount Holly. His
column appears the second and fourth Thursday of
the month.

Martin L.
Haines
Columnist

“... I as well
as others are
thankful to
have them.”

Moderately confused

These fast-moving
belts of water can

carry even a robust
swimmer beyond

safety’s reach.

Let the race for governor begin
There are 152 days to Election Day.
So it’s not too early to remind U.S. Sen. Jon Corzine, D-

N.J., and West Windsor Republican Douglas Forrester that
there are many important issues facing New Jersey’s vot-
ers this summer.

We’re talking school funding and aging infrastructure.
Political corruption and access to health insurance. Fiscal
accountability and affordable colleges.

What we don’t want to see as the election for governor
heats up are vicious, personal attacks that divert attention
from what really matters.

Studies show negative advertising has limited appeal;
at some point, voters just want to wash their hands when
the sloganeering gets too nasty.

We’re not naive enough to expect a totally sleaze-free
campaign. 

But if Corzine and Forrester manage to keep the mud-
slinging to a minimum, we’ll all be winners.


